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School of the Good Shepherd
Vision Statement
School of the Good Shepherd
is committed to
the values of the Gospel,
inspired by the person and teachings of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd.
Within a rich learning environment
we strive to support and challenge our students
to become life-long learners.
Recognising the uniqueness of each person
we aspire to empower each individual
to become active citizens in the community.

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Principal:

Mrs Renae Gentile
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Deputy Principal:
Telephone:
Fax:
Address:
Postal Address:
Email:
Website:
School App:

Mrs Maria Tasevski
9338 7686
9335 2586
88 South Circular Road, Gladstone Park 3043
PO Box 2400, Gladstone Park 3043
principal@soggladstonepark.catholic.edu.au
www.soggladstonepark.catholic.edu.au
Download from App store or Google Play:
School of The Good Shepherd Skoolbag

Good Shepherd Parish
Parish Priest:
Telephone:
Office Hours:

Fr Dishan Candappa
9338 2840
Monday from 2pm to 4pm
Tuesday from 10am to 8pm
Wednesday to Friday from 10am to 4pm

Term Dates

TERM 1

Friday 1st February - Friday 5th April
Monday 29th (staff only)
Tuesday 30th & Wednesday 31st January (student testing)
Labour Day Monday 12th March

TERM 2:

Tuesday 23rd April – Friday 28th June
Anzac Day 25th April
Queen’s Birthday 10th June

TERM 3:

Monday 15th July – Friday 20th September

TERM 4:

Monday 7th October – 19th December
Melbourne Cup Day Tuesday 5th November

Public Holidays:

11th March
19th April
22nd April
25th April
10th June
5th November

Labour Day
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Anzac Day Holiday
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Melbourne Cup Holiday

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (pupil free) DAYS:
Term 1:
Friday 1st & Wednesday 27th March
Term 2:
Friday 7th June
Term 3:
TBA
Term 4:
Monday 5th November & Friday 22nd November
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Sacramental Dates
YEAR 3

Reconciliation

Tuesday 19th March 7pm

YEAR 4

First Communion

Sunday 2nd June 3pm

YEAR 6

Confirmation

Sunday 17th August 3pm

Daily Timetable 2019
Music:

8.50am

Bell and Admin

8.53am

Session 1

9.00am

-

10.00am

Session 2

10.00am -

11.00am

Lunch - eating

11.00am -

11.10am

Outside

11.10am -

11.50am

Session 3

11.50am -

12.50pm

Session 4

12.50pm -

1.50pm

Recess – eating

1.50pm

-

2.00pm

Recess - outside

2.00pm

-

2.30pm

Session 5

2.30pm

-

3.20pm

Afternoon Admin

3.20pm

- 3.30pm

Introduction
The School of the Good Shepherd is a Catholic Parish Primary School which services the
families from Gladstone Park, Tullamarine, Gowanbrae, Westmeadows and Attwood. The
school strives to meet the needs of the community it serves.
School of the Good Shepherd has a deep sense of purpose, trust and celebration. As a Catholic
school, it stresses its communal aspect and seeks to be a welcoming, learning and celebrating
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community, which achieves its aims through the partnership of children, teachers, parents and
clergy. We stress the dignity of all children of God and the right to develop their gifts of mind,
body, spirit and imagination so that they can live life to the full. Our school aims to educate our
children to understand their surroundings, to make judgements on the basis of values and beliefs,
to act prudently and justly and to give them a sense of their potential ‘to change the world’.
Our school structure is straight Grades Prep - 6. All children in Years Prep - 6 are provided with
learning opportunities that support contemporary learning structures and practices to prepare
students for the 21st century. The sacred landscape strategy guides and drives our approaches.
At School of the Good Shepherd, the planning of our learning and teaching programs aims to
personalise, provide open-ended activities, encourage risk taking, encourage cooperation and to
provide children with opportunities to take some responsibility for their learning.
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Beliefs About Learning and Teaching
We believe that:
● teaching must be related to the real world of the child.
● teaching must cater for children's different learning styles.
● we must teach children how to learn.
● students must be immersed in their learning.
● teachers must be life-long learners.
● an exciting learning environment maximises student learning.

Beginning School
Now that your child is entering School of the Good Shepherd we look forward to them
continuing to develop spiritually, personally and academically. As parents, you will have the
most important part to play in this process, but complete success can only be achieved where
there is constant and close co-operation between a child’s home and the school. The staff at
School of the Good Shepherd realise that they share the responsibility with parents in the
education of their child.
The first day of school can present children with many situations, which they have not
previously encountered. They will have to make many adjustments and will need much
sympathetic help in order to do this successfully. To facilitate a smooth transition to school,
parents should spend some time preparing their children for school by using these simple steps as
a guide.

Preparing your child for school
1.

Help them to learn to recognise and write their full name

2.

Help them to learn their address and telephone number

3.

Teach them their birthday date

4.

Give them opportunities of eating an individually packed lunch and tidying up after they
finish

5.

Show them how to tie and untie their shoelaces, undo buttons and zips

6.

Make sure they know how to use the toilet independently

7.

Let them get used to washing and dressing themselves independently as much as possible

8.

Take them and show them the way to and from school

9.

See that they know how to cross a road safely

10. Help them to see school as a happy place where there are friendly, caring adults to help
them in times of need
Check your child’s bag each day for possible messages from school, and to remove any work
that has been brought home. Perhaps such work could be displayed somewhere in the house for
a short time.
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School Entry – Immunisation Certificate
Parents enrolling their children at school are required to provide proof of immunisation against
Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio, Measles and Mumps. School Entry Immunisation Certificates
(exemptions for medical or conscientious reasons are allowed for) are obtained from your local
Council.
Either one of these are acceptable.

General Information
Accident Policy
All children at School of the Good Shepherd are protected by a School Care Accident Policy, as
part of the School Care Children’s Accident insurance program through Catholic Church
Insurance Limited. This policy includes cover for school camps, school sports (including sports
out of school hours, as long as they are organised by the school), travelling to and from school or
school activities. It also includes any activity organised by or authorised by the school. This
includes before and after school care, if organised by the school.

Administration of Medication
Some children need medication to control illnesses such as asthma, epilepsy, diabetes,
anaphylaxis etc. In such cases, the school needs to be informed and a management plan
documented and presented to the school for the child.
Asthma
The school is an accredited “Asthma Friendly School”. Asthma records are kept for each student
in the School Office and are updated at the beginning of each school year. Children who need to
use asthma medication are supervised and a record is kept of the time and dosage taken. This
management plan must be signed by a General Practitioner.
Anaphylaxis
Parents of children who are anaphylactic must notify the school. With parent permission, the
photos of these children are displayed in the sick bay, as are the labelled Epipens belonging to
these children. Their photos are also in the small first aid bags carried by the teachers whilst on
yard duty. School of the Good Shepherd does not promote itself as a nut free school. We
believe this gives the anaphylactic child a false sense of security, as we cannot guarantee that all
families will abide by this request. We do however, encourage students not to bring to school
foods containing nuts and we have a “no food sharing policy” unless for celebrations. At
School of the Good Shepherd we endeavour to make our school environment safe for all our
students, and we take all the precautions necessary for students with special health needs to be
safe at all times.
It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that all medication stored at school has not reached its
use-by date. We check Epipens on a regular basis and ensure that Epipens are sent home with
the child at the end of each school year.

Medication
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Occasionally some children require medication to manage short-term illness. In such
circumstances, parents are asked to give written permission for the medication to be taken
with the dosage and time it is required to be taken to be clearly written. The school is
unable to administer any medication without written parent permission and does not provide
medications for student use, except for VENTOLIN. All medication administered by the
school should be in its original packaging. All medication is kept at the office and administered
to the child by the office staff. Written requests to administer medication must include:
1. Name of student
2. Name of medication to be administered
3. Dosage of medication to be administered
4. Time the medication must be administered
5. Parent Signature.

Arrival and Dismissal
Children are required to be at school no later than 8.50am to prepare themselves for the day.
Teachers are not on Yard Duty until 8.30am, so children arriving prior to this time will be
unsupervised. We do not encourage children to arrive at school before 8.30am.
Upon arriving at school, children are to go through the side gate, or to enter the school building
via the junior building doors. All children and adults must walk through to the back of the school
where there is a teacher on duty until the bell rings at 8.53am. A safety zone has been created
where children can be dropped off before school, affectionately known as ‘Kiss & Drop.’ When
the music begins at 8.50am children are to line up at their designated areas until their teacher
arrives to take them to class.
Children are dismissed from their classes at 3.30pm. During terms 1 & 2 the Prep students are
released from their classrooms and instructed to wait for an adult to meet them before leaving the
classroom. Children in Year 1 – 6, exit the school via the side or back gates. Teachers will be
on duty at both these areas and at Kiss & Drop where children can wait in a safe and supervised
area for their parents to collect them.
Any child not picked up from school by 3.45pm will be taken to the Aftercare Program (Extend),
unless the office is notified that the parent is delayed and running late.
If you need to collect your child before the end of the day you must notify the office so that this
can be recorded.

Assemblies
School Assemblies are held twice a term in the hall and all parents are welcome to attend. At
each assembly, awards are presented. Special assemblies and recipients of the awards are
advertised in the school newsletter and school app.

Banking
Student banking is available through the Commonwealth Bank – Student Passbook.
Passbooks will be collected at school each Tuesday.

Birthday Parties
Parents are welcome to send a treat or a quantity of small cakes to school on the child’s birthday
to share with classmates. Class teachers will inform parents of classes where food allergies are
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present. We encourage parents to send single items to share as they are easier to distribute.
Please do not send items containing nuts.

Book Club
At regular intervals, children may order books at reasonable prices through the Book Club.
Participation is optional and children are asked to return money with their orders only by the date
written on the order form. Our school receives bonus points and can then obtain free resources.
The Book Club is coordinated by one of our parents.

Canteen
The canteen sells a range of hot and cold food items suitable for lunch.
Currently the school is managed by a manageress and supported by
volunteer parents on a roster system. Each year parents are invited to be
part of the roster system.
The canteen operates on Wednesday and Friday and orders are required to be made in a brown
paper bag or reusable bag (can be purchased via the office or PFA) with the following
information written on the bag:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Child’s name
Child’s class
Food items
Amount of money placed in bag

Joe Smith
Grade Prep FE
3 Nuggets
$2.40
1 orange prima $1.80
Total

$4.20

Each classroom contains a white lunch basket and lunch orders are required to be placed in the
lunch basket before 9am on the day of the order.

Change of Address and Phone Numbers
It is important that the school is able to contact parents or guardians at all times, particularly in
the case of emergencies. Hence, parents must make sure they notify the School Office of any
change of address or telephone number (home, work, mobile and emergency). Each year the
school sends home a copy of the information details sheet, and parents are asked to check the
information that we have and to make any necessary amendments. The school records will then
be updated.

Class Organisation
In 2019 all classes at School of the Good Shepherd will be in the following groupings:
Junior :
Middle:
Senior:

2 x Prep Classes
2 x Year 1 Classes
2 x Year 2 Classes
2 x Year 3 Classes
2 x Year 4 Classes
2 x Year 5 Classes
2 x Year 6 Classes

Class Photographs
Class photographs are taken annually in Term 1 by Arthur Reed Photos with parents being
notified of the date through the school’s newsletter.
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Parents are asked to order and pay for the photographs prior to the day. There is no obligation to
purchase. Students take home the prints 4 weeks after photo day.

Curriculum School Closure Days
School of the Good Shepherd staff participate in a number of Professional Development Days
(School Closure student free days) throughout the year. Parents are notified of these days
through the school’s newsletter very early in the year.

Custody
Please inform the school about any custody requirements should it be necessary for us to know.
If we do not hear otherwise, we presume that both parents have access to the children. A court
order or legal document must be given to the school notifying them of the arrangements. Please
also let us know if there are any changes to these arrangements.

Excursions and Camps
Excursions (visiting venues outside the school) and incursions (held at school) are organised
from time to time to enhance the teaching programs and learning experiences of the children.
All children are expected to participate in these educational activities. Parents will be given
information about forthcoming excursions through the level and school newsletters. The cost of
these excursions is included in the curriculum levy. Closer to the time of the excursion you will
be given information in writing informing you of the details of the excursion and your consent
will be sought. Children who do not return permission forms will not be able to participate in the
excursion. Children generally wear their uniforms on excursions as it promotes the image of our
school in the community and makes the children easier to locate in a crowd.

Camp Program for 2019
Grade Prep
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5/6

Breakfast ‘n Pyjamas at School
Dinner and Activities at School
Dinner and Activities at School
Excursion and night activities
Ace Hi, Cape Schank (1 night/2 days)
Lake Dewar Lodge Myrniong (2night/3days)

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs
of school trip, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid Centrelink Health Care Card
(HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) on the first day of the school year you will receive
$125 per child towards your Curriculum or Camp levy. This card should be present to the school
office before the end of February 2019.

Graduation
Each December we celebrate the completion of Primary School Education for our Year 6
children. This is done through a special Graduation Mass and Ceremony in the Church followed
by supper. It is tradition that the current year 5 families cater for the supper. The PFA also
contribute to a special outing for the children.

Head Lice
Head lice can be contracted and transmitted readily. Infestation is of nuisance value only – there
are no side effects other than scratching. Parents will be notified via a letter if there is an
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occurrence of head lice in your child’s class.
Under the Health (Infectious Diseases)
Regulations, children with head lice are required to be excluded from school until treatment has
commenced. A child with head lice can be treated one evening and return to school the next day.
It is important that bedding and any other items that may have come into contact with the child’s
hair be treated with the solution. Every child entering our school, will be asked to sign a
permission form to enable the Hume City Council Nurses, to examine the children should there
be ongoing infestation. This will not occur without parents being notified.

Health
School is not a good place to be if you are sick. Please keep your child home if they are unwell.
We do not have the facilities to care for sick children for long periods and when they are unwell
they are far more comfortable at home. It also helps to keep the spreading of illnesses to a
minimum. The school needs to be notified if your child has an infectious disease.

Homework
The school has developed a comprehensive Homework policy. This policy is available on our
website.

Illness or Accident Emergency
If a child falls ill during the day, all possible attempts will be made to contact a member of the
family or the emergency contact nominated by you. If this is unsuccessful, and the child needs
urgent medical attention an ambulance will be called. In cases of extreme emergency, action
will be taken immediately and you will be contacted as soon as possible, that is, we may need to
call an ambulance before calling you. We therefore encourage all parents to be members of the
Ambulance fund.

Illness and Unexpected Emergencies
In case of illness or unexpected absences, please telephone the school on 9338 7686 where a
message may be left for the teacher. To fulfil legal requirements, and as a courtesy, we ask that
on their return to school children give their class teacher a note from their parent, guardian or
doctor covering the period of their absence.

Lost Property
Children are encouraged to take personal responsibility for their own belongings. To assist your
child to do this, we strongly encourage you to mark each of their belongings clearly with the
child’s name. If a child has lost something they can check the Lost Property box at the School
Office.

Messages
If parents need to leave messages for their children, they are asked to contact the school office
before 3.00pm to ensure the message is received by the child prior to dismissal. We cannot
facilitate children speaking directly to parents on the telephone during school hours unless there
is an emergency situation.

Google Sites
Parents can access the School of the Good Shepherd Internet to get electronic copies of school
newsletters, forms etc. To access this information, families need to access the internet and then
type in the address – www.soggladstonepark.catholic.edu.au.
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Newsletters
Each fortnight a newsletter is available outlining important events happening in the school. The
newsletter is available electronically through our website. We encourage parents to access the
newsletter online however the newsletter is available in paper form for those families unable to
access the newsletter electronically.

Notices
Often communication from the school requires a response from parents. When a reply is
required, the note will be sent on gold coloured paper. The PFA notes are sent on blue paper.

Office Tubs
Children should place notices and money in the classroom office tub each morning during the
administration time. The tubs are delivered to the office each morning and returned to the
classroom at the end of day with notes for families.

Parent/Teacher Communication
Parents can ask for an interview at any stage of the year to discuss the progress of their child. It
is essential that parents make an appointment with their child’s teacher to ensure adequate time
can be given to the discussion.
Parents are welcome to send a note to the teacher, or to telephone. Teachers are not available
during class time, but a message can be left at the School Office and your call will be returned.
Teachers are not available for interviews with parents on Mondays or Tuesdays afternoons, as
they are required to attend Staff Meetings and Professional Learning Team meetings.

Parent/Teacher/ Child Conversations
On a more formal level, the school conducts Parent Teacher interviews for all classes on two
occasions each year, and a third by request. These interviews are a vital means of
communication between parents and teachers, and we strongly encourage all parents to attend.
Term 1 Interviews: Two Way Discussion Between Teacher and Parent
Interviews held during Term 1 are an opportunity for parents and teachers to meet. These
meetings enable parents to share information about their child with the teacher and for teachers
to share early information about early assessments.
In 2019 these meetings will be held on Thursday 4th April (3:45pm - 7:30pm) and Friday 5th
April (9am - 1pm). Friday 5th April will be a student free day.
Mid Year Interviews: Three Way Discussion Between Child, Teacher and Parents
(however this is up to the discretion of the adults.)
Interviews are held at the end of term 2 to discuss the children’s progress as outlined in their Mid
Year Reports.
In 2019 mid year interviews will take place on Thursday 27th June (3:45pm - 7:30pm) and
Friday 28th June (9am - 1pm). Friday 28th June will be a student free day.
End of Year Interviews
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These interviews are only held at the request of parents. Parents who request an interview at the
end of the school year should make contact with the classroom teacher and negotiate a suitable
time when this interview can take place.
Written reports
A state government designed report on your child’s progress is sent home at the end of Term 2
and Term 4. In addition to this, SeeSaw App. notifications are also sent home on a regular basis
to complement the information contained in the written report.

Parking – “The Kiss and Drop Zone”
Parents are able to use the “Kiss and Drop” Zone to drop their children off in the morning or
collect their children from school at the end of the school day. Cars enter through the gateway,
adjacent to the church, then proceed around the parking bays to where children can be dropped
off. Children are to disembark from cars on the school side, (no cars will be parked there before
9am.)
Children are asked to walk from the Drop off area, through the side gate to the back of the school
where there will be a staff member on duty. Staff will be on duty from 8.30am – 8.53am when
the bell rings. Each morning and afternoon there will be a staff member on duty at the Kiss &
Drop Zone, pedestrian crossing zone and another at the back gate. It is important that children
walk to school using the crossings available.

Parent Helpers Program
To be a Parent Helper at School of the Good Shepherd you need to have attended the Childsafe
Volunteer Workshop. It is essential that all parent helpers also have a current Working with
Children’s Check. (see below)

Parents and Friends Association
School of the Good Shepherd has a very active PFA that supports the school through
fundraising, organising social functions, working bees and a range of other activities. The
Annual General Meeting is held in February each year. All families are encouraged to join the
PFA.

Police Checks and Working with Children Checks

It is now compulsory for all parents working and volunteering with children to have a Working
with Children Check. Working with Children Checks can be accessed and processed through any
Post Office. These are free for volunteers however it is up to each individual parent to complete
the forms required and have them processed. We strongly recommend that ALL families obtain
a WWCC.

Positive Behaviour Management
School of the Good Shepherd uses a Positive Approach to Behaviour Management. The
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Positive Behaviour Management Approach is focussed on using a consistent approach across the
school both inside and outside the classroom. At the beginning of each year students spend time
exploring what each school rule looks like. Our school rules are very heavily connected to the
Christian values we promote and encourage; therefore there is also a focus on maintaining the
dignity of each child. Within this approach there is a restorative aspect. When rules are broken
the students are required to complete a Behaviour Management Reflection Sheet where they are
asked to name and find alternative choices towards more positive actions. Children are assisted
with this process.

Out of School Hours program – EXTEND
This program is serviced by “EXTEND” and operates each day from 3.30pm until 6pm at night.
Brochures and further information are available at the school office. Bookings can be made by
booking online at www.extend.com.au. EXTEND bookings cannot be made through our school
office, however all families are encouraged to register their children for a $20 fee so that children
can easily use the program in case of emergencies. All families are eligible for government
rebates when using the program.

Safety and Security
The safety of students and staff is paramount. All parents and visitors are required to report to
the School Office when visiting the school. If working as a volunteer, the School Office will
provide you with a temporary identification tag and you must sign using our electronic sign in.
All exit doors are locked between 9.00am and 3.20pm. The only entrance to the school during
these times is through the School Office. All gates are also locked during these times.

School of the Good Shepherd Mobile App
A free school app is available for download to all smart phones. This app allows you to be
updated with upcoming events and important information specific to your child. The fortnightly
school newsletter is uploaded via the app. Download: School of the Good Shepherd Skoolbag
App.

School Board
The Board meets each month. Their primary functions are:
● strong conviction and commitment to the ideals beliefs & practices that are integral to the
School of the Good Shepherd.
● planning for the future and ensuring that the parish school/s can accommodate future school
enrolments.
● developing school/community relationships and encouraging home/school interaction.
● supporting the parish/school in practical ways, such as ensuring that the school facilities &
equipment are maintained.
● ratifying school policy in conjunction with the Parish Priest, school staff & parents.
● having representation on the Parish Education Board.
● seeing a wider understanding and support for Catholic Primary & Secondary Schools.
● promoting & supporting parent education.
● assisting the Principal in assessing priorities for spending.
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● each member takes on a role of advocacy, both within the school and wider community &
that each member is thereby provided with professional development adequate to support
them in this role.
Nominations to the School Board are called for in February each year and elections are held.
Notification of nominations and elections will be sent to each family via the school newsletter.

School Boundaries
For safety reasons, once children come to school, they are never permitted to leave the school
grounds – before or during school hours – unless parents notify the school. Parents are asked to
send a note to their child’s class teacher regarding early departures from school. Parents are
required to sign their children in if they arrive late at school, or if they are leaving school early.
This ensures that we know who is present at the school at all times.

School Fees
School fees are charged per family and can be paid in a variety of ways. Statements are sent
home each term to remind parents when payments are due. It is important that families who
experience difficulty with school fees, contact the office to discuss this.

Transfers
Parents are requested to inform the school as soon as possible of any child transferring to another
school. This should be done in the form of a letter noting
1) the intended last day of school of the student
2) the intended school the child will be transferring to
The new school will send a Transfer Note once your child has begun attendance there.

Uniform
All children are expected to wear the school uniform. The uniform provides flexibility with a
range of mix and match items. Generally, the Summer uniform is worn during Terms 1 & 4 and
the Winter uniform in Terms 2 & 3. However, we recognise the unpredictability of Melbourne’s
weather and suggest that children wear the uniform that best suits the weather conditions at the
time.
The days on which the children will be required to wear their sports uniform for Physical
Education classes will be communicated through the newsletter at the beginning of the year.
The uniform can be purchased from:
Top School Wear
137 Military Rd Avondale Heights
Phone: 9331 1066
Each Wednesday from 2.30 -3.30 a representative from Top Wear is in the office foyer with
uniform items for sale.

Curriculum
Religious Education
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School Program
The religious nature of our school permeates all aspects of school life. Children participate in
Religious Education lessons within the context of a “Faith Life Inquiry” approach. Through this
approach the children are exposed to Catholic Social Teachings in a real and relevant context.

Prayer and Liturgy
The children participate in daily prayer in their classrooms and in whole school prayer at
assemblies. They have the opportunity to celebrate class masses and to participate in school
masses throughout the year. Parents are always welcome to attend.

Sacraments
The Sacramental program is conducted for year 3, 4 and 6. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
conducted for children in Year 3, the Sacrament of Communion for children in Year 4 and the
Sacrament of Confirmation for children in year 6. All Sacraments at the School of the Good
Shepherd take place in the Good Shepherd Church.

Family Involvement
Opportunities are provided for parents and families to strengthen their faith life through
participation in liturgies and information sessions.

Literacy
Our Literacy approach is designed to plan and implement a strategic and comprehensive
approach to successful literacy achievement. This approach ensures that all students make
progress and achieve success in literacy from Prep to year 6. It forms part of our whole school
approach to Literacy Education. Its emphasis is on a balanced approach to the teaching of
reading, writing and oral language. We make extensive use of structured teacher classroom
observations to diagnose students’ strengths and weaknesses in order to establish starting points
for teaching and to monitor student progress and personalise the learning.

Reading Discovery
Reading Discovery is an early intervention program, which forms part of School of the Good
Shepherd’s school based literacy program. Reading Discovery is a program used for students
experiencing literacy difficulties. As well as improving the reading and writing skills of students
who are experiencing difficulty it develops independence and confidence.

Numeracy
In 2019 the Victorian Curriculum will guide the Numeracy Program presented at School of the
Good Shepherd. Through the use of concrete materials, cooperative tasks, games, computers and
the teaching of problem solving strategies for real life situations, the program meets and
challenges all levels of ability. Maths will continue to be a major focus in the school during this
year.

Numeracy Intervention
Numeracy Intervention is an early intervention program, which forms part of School of the Good
Shepherd’s school based mathematics program. Numeracy Intervention is a program used for
students experiencing difficulties in mathematics. As well as improving the number and
problem solving skills of students who are experiencing difficulty, it develops independence and
confidence.

Known By Your Name

NAPLAN

National Assessment Program: Literacy and
Numeracy

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual
assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are
essential for every child to progress through school life, such as reading, writing, spelling and
numeracy. The assessments are undertaken nationwide, every year.
NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of:
● Reading
● Writing
● Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation)
● Numeracy

Language Other Than English (LOTE)
At the School of the Good Shepherd we recognise the importance of exposing children to
another language. Realistically the LOTE programs offered at primary schools are not aimed at
teaching children to learn another language but rather offering them exposure to the culture and
some language of another country. The languages offered by our feeder Secondary Schools are
varied, therefore every language taught at secondary school begins from the basics. For this
reason our LOTE program has a strong focus on cultural immersion rather than the teaching of a
language and begins in Year 2.

I.C.T.
Children in all year levels have access to information and communication technology including
desktop and laptop computers with internet access, a variety of software programs and peripheral
devices such as iPads, digital and flip cameras. The school is well resourced in this area and is
fully networked.
In 2019 every child in Years 1-6 has access to a Chromebook which is heavily used to support
the learning program. The year 5 and 6 students enter into an agreement that allows the children
to take their Chromebooks home under very strict guidelines. Parents in year 5 and 6 must
attend a meeting and sign an agreement for this to happen. The children in Years 1-4 also enter
into an agreement regarding the safe use of the chromebook. Cyberbullying programs and safe
use of “ICT” are incorporated into the program and heavily monitored at school. Children in
Year Prep have 1:1 use of I-Pads and laptops to support their learning.
Each classroom has an Interactive Whiteboard and/or digital flatscreen and the teachers are
constantly engaged in learning opportunities to become effective users of these boards.
The Acceptable Use Policy & Student Contract is sent home at the beginning of each year. Each
student and parent/guardian is required to sign the Policy and return it to school.

Sports Program
The school has a specialist Physical Education teacher and all children participate in a sequential
skills development program. In addition to weekly classes with the Physical Education teacher,
class teachers reinforce skills through outdoor activities. The Senior School students are
involved in inter-school sports and participate in regional sporting events. An Athletics carnival
is held each year. The Middle and Senior School students participate in athletics events and the
Junior School students participate in Tabloid activities. These events are opportunities for
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families to participate in school activities through assisting in the organisation of the event or by
supporting their children and the school through their attendance.

Student Health
Chickenpox
●

Exclusion from school until fully recovered or at least one week after the rash first appears

●

Not to be excluded from contact

Conjunctivitis
●

Exclusion from school until discharge from eyes has ceased

●

Not to be excluded from contact

Diphtheria
●

Exclusion from school until receipt of a medical certificate confirming recovery from
infection

●

Domiciliary contact excluded until investigated by the medical officer of health, or a health
officer of the Department of Human Services, and shown to be clear of infection

Hepatitis B
●
●

Exclusion from school until recovered from acute attack.
Not to be excluded from contact.

Giardiasis (Diarrhoea)
●
●

Exclusion from school until diarrhoea ceases.
Not to be excluded from contact.

Hepatitis (infectious Hepatitis)
●
●

Exclusion from school until receipt of a medical certificate or recovery from infection or on
subsidence of symptoms.
Not to be excluded from contact.

Impetigo (School sores)
●

Exclusion from school until sores have fully healed. The child may be allowed to return
provided that appropriate treatment has commenced and that sores on exposed surfaces
such as scalp, face, hands and legs are properly covered with occlusive dressings.

●

Not to be excluded from contact.
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School Web-Site
Our school web-site is a growing means of communication for all members of our school
community. It is regularly updated and allows parents to view the School Newsletter
electronically.
The school website address is :

www.soggladstonepark.catholic.edu.au

To contact the Principal :

principal@soggladstonepark.catholic.edu.au

