“The Good Shepherd school community promotes the safety, well being and inclusion of all children."

Term 2– Tuesday 4th May 2021
School Office Hours
8.30am - 4pm daily
T: 9338 7686
F: 9335 2586

School Web Address
www.soggladstonepark.
catholic.edu.au

Contact the Principal:
Renae Gentile
Email:
principal@sogsgpark.
catholic.edu.au

Out of School Hours
Program:
Extend
Co-Ordinator - Emily
T : 0456 641 898
Parish Mass Times
Good Shepherd Gladstone
Park
Wed, Thurs & Fri: 9.15 am
Sat: 6.00 pm
Sun: 11am & 5.30 pm

Dear Families,
As our Heavenly Father, we thank you for your providential care of your children
in this land in inspiring priests, religious and lay people to found and staff our
school in ages
past. Through them the
Good News of Your Son
was brought to the
young, even in colonial
times and ever since.
As Christ The Teacher,
you grace the staff and
leaders of Catholic
Education today. As
they build on the
achievements of their
predecessors, direct
them in their present
efforts to ensure that
every young Australian
has the opportunity for
an excellent education
and formation in faith.
Pour out your abundant
blessings upon all
involved in the ministry
of Catholic Education.
St Mary of The Cross
Mackillop, patron of Catholic Education in
Australia: Pray for us.

Last week we celebrated Catholic Education
Week, culminating in our Parish Feast day
last Monday. It was a wonderful Mass and
St Carlos Greenvale:
Celebration, that brought our two parish
Sun: 9.30am
schools together.
The celebrations of 200 years of Catholic
Ph: 9338 2840
Education recognises the contribution of
Fax: 9335 2590
religious, clergy and lay people to the
foundation of Catholic education, and the distinctive role Catholic schools play in
educating and forming young people of faith and service in their communities.
From those humble beginnings, Catholic schools in Australia now teach more
Notes on yellow paper than 750,000 students with over 80,000 teachers and support staff.
indicate that you need In 2021 we celebrate the bicentenary of Catholic education as communities
to complete the form around the country celebrate 200 years since the opening of Australia’s first
and return to school Catholic school.
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We are fortunate to have Catholic schools in most towns and suburbs, and university campuses
in most capital cities, serving students from diverse backgrounds and beliefs. While they are no
longer all from poorer families, as so many were in the first century-and-a-half of Catholic education, we continue to welcome and ensure our schools are accessible to Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders, refugees, those with disabilities and students who are financially disadvantaged.’
We have recently named Jemma McVeigh as our acting Deputy Principal for the remainder of the
2021 school year. Jemma is a dynamic, research based and inspirational leader who has already
brought learning, transformation and rigour to the role of Learning & Teaching Leader at our
school. Jemma will begin the acting Deputy role from week 5 of term 2. Maria and Jemma will
work closely for a smooth transition. We congratulate Jemma on her role and know that she will
do an exceptional job with learning and keeping the children's best interests at heart.
Curriculum News
This term we have begun the exciting journey of
implementing a new research-based writing
model from Prep to Year 6 to further enhance
our Literacy Program. Our staff have engaged
in professional development on the 6+1 Traits of
Writing model by Ruth Culham.
This highly effective model will guide and
support the teaching and assessment of writing here at SoGS. It is our aim to continue to ignite a
love and passion for writing in our students. What we know is when we embed a universal program from Prep to Year 6, our students can build on their knowledge and skills from one year to
the next, based on the same core criteria which allows for infinite opportunities for growth and the
potential to accelerate student learning.
What works best about the 6+1 Traits Writing model is it provides a vocabulary for teachers and
students to use to describe their vision for a successful piece of writing. As stated by Ruth Culham, to write well you have to explore, talk, think and question. This process of discovery requires rich discussions about the key ingredients for successful writing, what students are learning, what is working well and which areas of the written piece need improvement. To achieve this
we have set a school-wide goal to increase and strengthen ‘Accountable Talk’ in writing. Maximising the benefits of classroom talk goes beyond just organising for talk opportunities. The
quality of the talk is important. ‘Accountable Talk’ refers to the type of talk that moves learning
forward.
Accountable Talk is described in three aspects:
1. Accountability to the learning community: ensuring
that students participate and
contribute in classroom discussions to help others understand
their thinking and learning, to
actively listen and build upon
the contributions of others.
2. Accountability to accurate knowledge: highlights the importance of learners including the correct information in a discussion, using topic specific and shared language.
3. Accountability to rigorous thinking: promotes logical
thinking, reasoning and the ability to explain one’s thinking.
The reasons and benefits for ‘Accountable Talk’ is being made
explicit to our students and presented as a tool for learning.
We look forward to sharing the progress of our students in this
space via our Seesaw communication platform. Be sure to stay
connected to celebrate the writing and accountable talk
happening here at SoGS.
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ENHANCING CATHOLIC SCHOOL IDENTITY (Survey) **REMINDER**
Our school has a mission and vision to ensure that our Catholicity is explicit, promoted and celebrated. Our mission must reflect the faith life of our community, in today's modern day world.
To plan for, refine, reflect upon and focus on our Catholic Identity and Mission, I ask that all parents complete the Enhancing Catholic School Identity survey. (Paper copy of Login details) It is
not an ‘easy’ survey – some of the concepts are quite intense – but getting a full picture of the
community in this area will enable us to grow in a way that is not only sustainable but aligned
with the needs of all at SoGS.
NAPLAN
Beginning week 4, (11th, 12th and 13th May) our year 3 and 5 students will complete
NAPLAN. The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual
assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.
NAPLAN is a nationwide measure through which parents, teachers, schools, education authorities, governments and the broader community can determine whether or not young Australians
are developing the literacy and numeracy skills that provide the critical foundation for other learning and for their productive and rewarding participation in the community. NAPLAN is a point-intime assessment that allows parents to see how their child is progressing against national standards in literacy and numeracy and over time. The tests provide an important contribution to monitoring and evaluating the performance of schools and school systems in these fundamental capabilities. They also provide schools, states and territories with information about how education
approaches are working, the areas to be prioritised for improvement, and those schools requiring
support in the teaching and learning of literacy and numeracy. The results can assist teachers by
providing additional information to support their professional judgement about students’ levels of
literacy and numeracy attainment and progress.
NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process, they do not
replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance. Your child’s teacher will have the best insight into your child’s educational progress.
NAPLAN results do not measure overall school quality. We acknowledge that these tests
don't reflect the skill set qualities of many of our learners. We have so many other ways of measuring these! Please talk to your children about NAPLAN. Explain that it is one test, on one day.
Just do their very best and everyone will be VERY proud of them.

Renae Gentile

Friday 7th May
ALL ITEMS under $5
Coins only – NO notes
Please keep $ in labelled purse or wallet
Please bring a reusable bag to carry gift!
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Peer Mediation at the School of the Good Shepherd
The Peer Mediators are on the yard this week. This year we had a large number of year 5 and year 6 students volunteer their time to be peer mediators during lunch and recess. The first group of students completed their training at the end of term 1. The second group of year 5-6 students will be trained in term 3,
2021.
Mediation is a way of settling small ‘problems’ that may occur on the yard such as students needing reminders to share sandpit toys or helping students find someone to play with on the yard.
Any issues that involve the breaking of school rules are only addressed by the teacher on yard duty. Mediation allows students to play an active role in making our school yard a safe and happy place. Please encourage your child to see the peer mediators for any assistance on the yard.
A big thank-you to the following year 5 and 6 students who have completed their training and who will be
mediating in Term 2:
Year 5A

Year 5B

Year 6A

Year 6 B

Srishikha

Fadi

Connelius

Sienna

Emma

Meelar

Ruby

Jasmine

Stavros

Ruby

Jacob

Federica

Leah

Leo

Sandra

Sebastian

Imogen

Carolin

Vincent

Marten

Isabelle

Nakayla

Jude

Jason

James

Estelle

Ruby

Callan

Anastasia

Alani

Holly

Mia
Caitlin

As the colder
months hit, it
seems our
heating and
cooling system remote
batteries are
due for the tip..
Or are they?
In the front foyer you will find an up-cycled Roses tin for you to place your tired old batteries in. Once the
tin is full we will call upon a member of our community to kindly take the tin to their local Aldi where a free
‘battery take back scheme’ is underway.
Each year, over 300 million household batteries are thrown away with ordinary waste, meaning a staggering 8,000 tonnes of batteries end up in landfill. Over time, the chemicals in these batteries may be toxic to
the environment, potentially harming wildlife and affecting surrounding soil or waterways. By supporting
this program you'll be doing your part to help reduce the thousands of tonnes of batteries which end up in
landfill each and every year.
How it works - it's free and simple!
Whilst any brand of battery can be brought back, only AA, AAA, C, D and 9V sized batteries (rechargeable
and non- rechargeable) are accepted through the program. For automotive, button and other battery sizes, please visit RecyclingNearYou.com.au to find your nearest drop off point.
Why is SoGS and Aldi offering the Battery Recycling Serve?
As a sustainable school in progress it is our job to educate around ways we can
reduce our footprint and be generally more sustainable. Sadly, unlike Europe, there
is no compulsory battery recycling program for household batteries in Australia. As
such, over 300 million household batteries end up in landfill each year.
What happens to the batteries after they get collected?
The batteries are collected by our specialist recycling partner, sorted into chemical
types and returned to recycling plants who extract relevant materials for reuse.
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Our School Canteen is now operating on

Monday, Wednesday and Friday!
Please ensure your orders are completed
online by 8am on the day of the order.

For any queries or to volunteer in the canteen please contact Gloria our Canteen
Manager: 0403 128 543

Anatoli from craftpower visited the Year 4’s where the
students created solar cars and pencil holders. They used
hammers, saws, nails, and a vise.
This opportunity will be available each Monday for each
year level over the coming weeks.
We can’t wait to share our amazing work with you at our
art show.
Mrs Garro– Visual Arts Teacher

Page 6

Page 7

Page 8

When: Friday May 7th
Where: Outside Prep Double doors
Time: 2.30– 3.15pm
Please bring small denominations of money
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13th May

OR
CLEARLY record


Child’s name



Child’s CLASS

on order booklet!
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TERM 2 DIARY DATES
(Pending Restrictions)

Friday 7th May

Years 5 & 6 Round 2 Interschool Sports

Friday 7th May

Year 2 Assembly 2.15– 3.15pm

Friday 7th May

Year 4 Velisha Farm excursion

Friday 7th May

Mothers Day Stall (Year 4 students will visit prior to excursion
departure)

Tuesday 11th May

Board Meeting @7pm (Google Hangout)

Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th & Thursday
13th May

Years 3 & 5 NAPLAN

Friday 14th May

Years 5 & 6 Round 3 Interschool Sports

Friday 21st May

Years 5 & 6 Winter Sport Round 4 Interschool Sports

Friday 28th May

Years 5 & 6 Winter Sport Round 5 Interschool Sports

Tuesday 1st June

Sacrament Reconciliation
4A Reconciliation- Church at 12.00-1.00 pm
4B Reconciliation- Church at 1.00–2.00 pm

Friday 4th June

Year 5 Assembly 2.15– 3.15pm

Friday 4th June

Years 5 & 6 Winter Sport Round 5 Interschool Sports

Sunday 6th June

Year 4 Sacrament of Eucharist 3.00-4.00pm

Tuesday 8th-9th June

Year 4 Camp Anglesea

Friday 11th June

Years 5 & 6 Winter Sport Round 6 Interschool Sports

Monday 14th June

QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Wednesday 16th June

Northern Metro Cross Country (If we qualify)

Friday 18th June

Broadmeadows AFL Gala Day (classes to be advised)

Monday 21st– 25th June

NAIDOC week

Tuesday 22nd June

Board Meeting @7pm (to be confirmed)

Thursday 24th June

END OF TERM 3.30PM FINISH TIME

Thursday 24th June

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 3.45-7.30pm

Friday 25th June

NO STUDENTS Parent Teacher Interviews

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
available on SKOOLBAG APP (forms)

